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Wessex Mountaineering Club 
 

Minutes of 56th Annual General Meeting 
 

Held 9th January 2016 at St. Leonards Hotel, Ringwood BH24 2NP 
 
 
1. The meeting started at 7:30 pm. 
 

Attendances & apologies 

2. Attendees:  Steve Wales, Chris Cumming, Max Streeton, Dave Johnson, Tracy 
Sutton, Henry Larden, Alan Blanchflower, Marilyn Giddens, Mike Giddens, Mark 
Giddens, Julian Prieto, Thomas Vaughan, Michelle Byrne, Paul Evans, Tessa 
Rose, Emma Horsey, Ashley Matthews, Brian White, David Wright, Helen 
Littlejohn, Tom Swadling, Andy Cumming, Paul Havill, Curtis Carberry, Frodo 
Stickel, Sarah Adkin, Simon Fish, Guy Lowndes, Dave James, Richard Willson, 
Julian Taylor, Angus McCulloch, Paul Crowsley, John Fallowfield, Anna Tonkin, 
Clare Johnson 

 
3. Apologies: Anita Christensen, Dave Milner, Caroline Lyness, Jill Stevens, Paul 

Stevens, Charlene Gibson, Jodi Longyear 
 

Minutes of the 55th  AGM 

4. Jill Stevens had provided comments by e-mail and these have been 
incorporated into the draft minutes sent out with the calling notice. 

 
5. The minutes were accepted. 

 

Committee Reports 2015 

President 
 
6. Max gave the Presidents report – it had been a good year for the club with 

membership up on the previous year and meets were well attended. 
 

 
Secretary 
 
1. Steve reported that there had been 5 committee meetings this year and that the 

club had now returned to booking (and paying) for a room in a pub rather than 
hold meetings in the bar. Steve had organised a First Aid course with Bob 
Williams a qualified First Aid trainer and club member.  He had donated his time 
which meant that the course was exceptionally good value. Some of the profits 
(£352.91) from the BMC/Sherpa event was used to subsidise this course and 
another training event will be held this year. Steve also reported that the club 
had obtained a BMC Equipment grant to the value of £200, for which the club 
had to provide matching funds. To date the club had purchased a pair of 
mountaineering axes and a pair of climbing axes.  

 
Meets 
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2. DAJ reported on the meet programme. He had sent out a new meet calendar 
for 2016 recently. One possible change is the date for the Sun Rock trip, this is 
currently for the end of October, but November has also been suggested. 
Possible destinations are Croatia and Morocco, but it requires someone to 
organise this. The SWM is coming up and is fully booked. There is a Swanage 
training meet in March which will cover self-rescue, a new members meet at the 
hut over Easter and another Swanage bivi meet. Weekend meets at Anglesey 
and Wintours Leap are new destinations for next year, along with the usual 
Pembroke, Cornwall and Peaks meets. 
 

3. Alan reported on the meets this year. Generally meets were well attended this 
year. In some cases additional places had to be booked and these were also 
filled. The club had its first bouldering trip to Fontainebleau which was enjoyed 
by those who went despite the rain. There was also a trip to Lundy and despite 
the forecast those who went managed to climb every day bar the last day. 

 
Membership 
  
4. Max reported on Anne-Marie’s behalf. The club had 188 members at the year 

end and 5 had joined so far in January. The Paypal link on the website is being 
used by many to join the club despite the small additional cost of Paypal fees. 
The improved website now makes joining the club a much easier process. 

 
Newsletter 
 
5. Henry reported on the newsletter. Four editions of the newsletter had been sent 

out, but no postal editions, however there had been no complaints. Henry 
wondered whether anyone read the Newsletter as no one had suggested a 
name for the new compost bin at the hut – it was suggested that the bin should 
be called Henry. 
 

Hut - Pen y Clogwyn 
 
6. Max reported on the hut. Phil Abraham had taken over the role as hut secretary 

after the AGM, but had to resign in August because of other commitments. Jodi 
Longyear had subsequently taken on the role. The water had been tested by 
Conwy Council and failed. The club then re-fitted the UV filters. The water has 
now been re-tested and has passed. There is some work to be done on 
improving the reliability of the electrics particularly during the winter months 
when the generator is needed. 

 
Website 
7. Tracy reported on the marketing activities she has been doing. More information 

has been made available to members. A Facebook page has been setup to 
allow interaction with the club by companies and others providing services. A 
new club logo has been produced and membership cards and car stickers are 
now available with the new logo. The club is looking to get t-shirts with the new 
logo printed on them soon. 

 
 

8. Max reported on the website. No major additions were planned for this year. 
The website does need more content and links to other sites. Emma Horsey 
asked if headings could be optimised for Google searches. It was stated that 
search engines rely more on content and attempting to optimise for Google 
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searches doesn’t work as search engines use personal search histories. Adding 
more content would improve rankings in Google searches. 

Treasurer 
 
9. Chris gave her report as treasurer. Our net worth has increased by £4,194 this 

year due to the net profits £1,832.84 on the general account and £2,360.57 on 
the hut account.  The cost of club membership had remained the same this year 
despite the increase in the BMC subscription, but the increased membership 
numbers compensated for the additional costs. The club had received a one-off 
compensation payment of £350 from Barclays due to a problem changing 
signatories on an account. The club also received £182 from an auction of 
equipment donated by the late Geoff Scott. The club made the usual donations 
to Ogwen and Llanberis Mountain Rescue who are as ever grateful for our 
donation. There was a loss of £261.00 on the Scottish Winter Meet, but profits 
of £72.00 on Lundy and the Christmas Meet had a profit of £78.54.  The club 
funded the costs of the Slide Show and the BBQ (total £125.00).  Hut fees from 
members had dropped compared to the previous year, but non-member income 
had increased.  Many people have been taking advantage of the sole 
occupancy rate.  The net assets on the balance sheet are £52,169.02 which 
include the value of the hut together with fixtures and fittings and money in the 3 
bank accounts £24,096.28.  The Committee always tries to provide value for 
money to the members and limit costs.  In the coming year the Committee is 
looking to spend more money on training and equipment for the club. Chris 
commented that in view of potentially costly work needing to be done at Pen y 
Clogwyn she considered that our savings should remain as far as possible, as a 
capital buffer against that. 
 

10. Chris expressed her thanks to Jack Crewe who had kindly audited the 
accounts. 

 

Nomination of scrutineers 

11. Sarah Adkin was appointed as scrutineer. 
 
 

Election of the committee 

12. Max Streeton was elected as President, proposed by Andy Cumming, seconded 
by Julian Taylor. 

 
13. Steve Wales was elected as Secretary, proposed by Emma Horsey, seconded 

by Frodo Stickel. 
 
14. Chris Cumming was elected as Treasurer, proposed by, Clare Johnson 

seconded by Max Streeton. 
 
15. Alan Blanchflower was elected as Meet Secretary, proposed by Clare Johnson, 

seconded by Tracy Sutton. 
 
16. Anne-Marie Shepherd was elected as Membership Secretary, proposed by 

Clare Johnson, seconded by Anna Tonkin. 
 
17. Helen Littlejohn was elected as Programme Secretary, proposed by, John 

Fallowfield seconded by Dave Johnson. 
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18. Jodi Longyear was elected as Hut Secretary, proposed by Andy Cumming and 
seconded by Paul Crowsley. 

 
19. Frodo Stickel was elected as Newsletter Editor, proposed by Henry Larden, 

seconded by Clare Johnson. 
 
20. Anita Christensen was elected as Social Secretary proposed by Max Streeton, 

seconded by Alan Blanchflower. 
 
21. Tracy Sutton was elected as Webmaster proposed by Emma Horsey, seconded 

by Max Streeton. Max pointed out that he will continue with the development 
and maintenance of the site. Tracy would take on a largely 
marketing/promotions role.  

 
22. John Fallowfield and Paul Havill both stood for election as Ordinary Member. 

Prior to a vote each was asked to provide a short statement about why they 
should be elected. John said he would like to focus on training and Paul said he 
would like to focus on families. 

 
23. John Fallowfield was elected as Ordinary Member, following a vote with 21 in 

favour. Proposed by Max Streeton, seconded by Steve Wales. 
 

24. Paul Havill was co-opted onto the committee alongside John as Ordinary 
Member. 

  
25. Andy Cumming will continue doing hut bookings. 
 
 

Subscriptions for 2016 

26. The committee proposed that subscriptions remain unchanged. 
 

27. A vote was taken and all were in favour of the proposal.  
 

Appointment of Honorary Auditor 

28. Jack Crewe had agreed to be honorary auditor and was appointed. 
 

Open Floor 

 
29. Paul Havill asked whether there was any particular time during the year that 

new members join the club. He also asked whether the club kept statistics on 
what people are interested in doing with the club (eg walking, climbing). Max 
replied that there wasn’t any pattern to when new members join and that the 
club does ask what peoples interests are when they join the club. 
 

30. Emma Horsey asked if the committee had considered what to do with the 
£5,000 legacy from the late Geoff Scott. Max replied that as the committee had 
only heard about the legacy in December nothing had been discussed. A wood-
burning hot tub for the hut was suggested. 
 

 
31. Andy Cumming remarked that outside clubs really do like the hut and do put up 

with a fair amount going wrong (water, electrics). He also pointed out that we 
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have effectively lost a year in maintenance from having to bring in a new hut 
secretary part way through the year. 

 
32. Brian White asked whether the committee meeting minutes were available on 

the website. Steve replied that they are, and the majority of last year’s minutes 
had been uploaded in December 

 
33. Clare Johnson raised the issue of having more family friendly meets. Paul Havill 

raised the idea of having a mini-mountaineering section for the club including a 
page on the website which promotes the club to children of club members.  

 
34. Mark Giddens asked whether Scout groups had recently approached to help out 

with work on the hut, as this was something that used to happen many years 
ago. This would be considered. 

 
35. Paul Crowsley asked about the status of the plaque for Stephanie Roberts that 

was to be put up at the hut. Chris said that she had this at present and it was 
waiting to go up to the hut. 

 
36. Tracy raised the idea of the club running a female leader masterclass. Steve 

Wales suggested that a leader training course could be run with a female guide. 
However the ratios that a guide would take on such a course mean that it would 
be quite expensive. Max thought that if the club did run something along these 
lines it should be open to both sexes. 

 
37. Clare Johnson thanked Bob Williams for doing the First Aid training course and 

hoped that it would be run again. 
 

38. Max asked about preferences for the venue of this year’s Xmas Dinner Meet as 
the committee are currently looking at booking one of two hostels: Talybont in 
the Brecon Beacons and Hathersage in the Peak District. Despite a show of 
hands being in favour for going to Talybont it was decided to go to the Peaks as 
this was available on the weekend currently in the meet calendar whereas the 
Talybont hostel was only available the following weekend. 

 
 

WMC Literary Prize 
 
39. Henry announced that Alan Turner had won the literary prize with his article 

“Rock the Casbah” for which he received a belay device and screwgate 
karabiner. Clare Johnson won the special poetry award for her selection of 
Alpine Poems, she received a hex. 
 

WMC Photo Prize 
 
40. Henry had received two entries, but supplemented this with photos from the 

newsletter. Attendees were asked to vote for their three favourites. In 3rd place 
was Alan Blanchflower with climbing at North Pembroke, in joint second place 
was Clare Johnson with a photo of Alan Blanchflower climbing at North 
Pembroke and Max Streeton with a photo of Alan Blanchflower and Tom Starks 
on Carn Dearg. The winner was Tracy Sutton with a photo of Dave Johnson on 
Arete des Papillons. She received a pair of screwgate karabiners. 
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41. Henry suggested that the photos should be placed in a book to be kept at Pen y 
Clogwyn. Emma Horsey suggested framing the winning photo and putting up at 
the hut. 
 

AOB 
 
42. Emma Horsey raised the idea of twinning with a European Mountaineering club. 

 
43. The meeting closed at 10.10pm. 


