
WESSEX MOUNTAINEERING CLUB

50th Annual General Meeting - 13th January 2010 at 8.00 pm
The Elm Tree, Ringwood

No. Agenda Item

1 Attendance and apologies

33 members attended:    Roy Fisher, Sue Fisher, Geoff Scott, Caroline Boffey, Malcolm Streeton, Alan
Blanchflower, Thomas Vaughan, Frodo Stickel, Emma Horsey, Julian Taylor, Darren Cook, Neil 
Weymouth, Bob Mott, Scott Titt, Paul Rigg, Stella Moggs, Paul Stevens, Julie Wood, Anna Tonkin, 
Mark Giddens, Marilyn Giddons, Mike Giddons, Shuna Egerton, Helen Kirby, Steve Wales, Julian 
Prieto, Ian Clifford, Leslie Markie, Chris Bristow, Andy Cumming, Chris Cumming, Jill Stevens, Jackie 
Newman
2 non members attended: Aaron Lord, Stephanie Robertson
Apologies were received from:  Graham Cooper, Clare Francis, Matt Burke, Jack Crewe, John 
Whitfield, Kenneth Isaacs, Doug Pigg, Ian Straton, Adrienne Adlington, Paul Crowsley, Alan Foulds, 
Viorel Chicu.        

2 Minutes of the 49th AGM

The draft minutes of last year’s AGM have been available on the website for almost a year.  They 
were proposed as a true record by Scott Titt, seconded by Darren Cook and agreed unanimously by 
the members present.  

3 Annual Report 2009

The Annual Report, which incorporates the Annual Statement of Accounts, has been available on the 
website since the beginning of this year.  It has subsequently been updated to include Doug Pigg’s 
Local Walks report.
Jill Stevens added a few words about the Club:

 The Club is thriving, with lots of enthusiasm and a high level of attendance at meets. 
 The main issue facing the club this year has been the state of Pen Y Clogwyn: first burst 

pipes and a damaged boiler, then most of the gas installation failed a formal safety 
inspection. It was agreed at a specially convened meeting that the hut should be refurbished.

o Progress has been good, and it is hoped that services will be certified and restored 
in time for a Grand Reopening at Easter.

o The delights that will be on offer when the work is finished include a refitted kitchen 
and electric lighting. Due to careful use of club funds in the past, the money 
available in the club’s accounts has been sufficient to cover the cost of the work.

o A number of members have spared time to assist with the work, but special mention
was made of the contributions made by Ian Clifford, Paul Crowsley, Emma Horsey, 
and Stephanie Roberts.

 Anna was thanked for the Wessex flag 
 The Wessex gilets were commissioned by Shuna towards the end of 2008, and successfully 

sold by Anna last year. 
 Jack spent many happy hours collecting photos from the early years for a CD. If anyone 

wants a copy then he has a few remaining.
 There is now a local climbing list to which members may subscribe – thanks to Julian.
 In future membership fees may be paid via electronic transfer.

There were no questions on the Annual Report.

Jill thanked the committee members and the local walks coordinator for their dedication and noted 



that without their efforts, there simply wouldn’t be a club.

4 WMC Literary Award

There was a short list of 5 articles:
 In the Footsteps of Robert Louis Stephenson (Jack Crewe)
 Wessex Wales Grail (Paul Crowsley)
 A Special Day in the Hills (Dave Mackenzie)
 Benny, A Rope Solo (Frodo Stickel)
 Chamonix and Zermatt (Alan Turner)

The prize went to Dave Mackenzie, who received a £15 Cotswold voucher.  Paul thanked everyone 
who contributed to the newsletter.

5 Nomination of Scrutineers

Aaron Lord and Stephanie Roberts were appointed as scrutineers.

6 Membership fees for 2010

The committee proposed that the fees should remain unchanged with an annual fee for an ordinary 
member of £21 and a joining fee of £5.  
This was agreed unanimously by the members present.

7 Election of the Committee

Members were reminded that any club member is 
entitled to stand for any post, regardless of whether 
the current incumbent was willing to remain in office.  
As Jill was not standing, she remained in the chair for 
the election of the President and then handed over to 
the new President, after thanking all for all the support
given her.  

Post Nomination Proposer
President Steve Wales Paul Stevens
Secretary Stella Moggs Jill Stevens
Treasurer Jack Crewe Darren Cook
Hut Secretary Paul Crowsley* Emma Horsey
Meet Secretary Matt Burke Chris Bristow
Programme 
Secretary

Alan Blanchflower Jill Stevens

Social 
Secretary

Emma Horsey Darren Cook

Membership 
Secretary

Anna Tonkin Jackie Newman

Newsletter 
Editor

Derek Jerman Paul Stevens

Website 
Manager

Julian Prieto Jackie Newman

Committee 
Member

Max Streeton Shuna Egerton

* Note:  Paul Crowsley has said he is not willing to do 
the hut bookings. John Baddeley has agreed to take 
on this job (this will not be a committee position).



The new President thanked Jill for her enormous 
contribution to the Club and acknowledged how much
the club has improved under her leadership. He also 
thanked the rest of the committee.
A vote of thanks was made to the committee on 
behalf of the members by Bob Mott with specific 
thanks to Jill and Paul for the time they have 
committed to club business and to supporting new 
members and climbers.

8 Appointment of Honorary Auditor

Chris Cumming agreed to take this on for a further year.

9 Proposals for Changes to Constitution
Proposals for changes to the Constitution were circulated to members in advance of the meeting. Jill 
took the meeting through the proposals on behalf of the committee.

Change to 8f to indicate how the level of joining fee is agreed - approved unanimously

Change to 12f to reinstate a few words that were inadvertently missed out as some point in the past - 
approved unanimously.  (There was comment that the wording in 12e re 'voting at any meeting' 
should be clarified as 'voting at any General Meeting', but Jill explained that that change would have 
to be formally proposed before it could be considered.)

Changes to clauses 10 and 11 to tie down the way that the Club can be dissolved, and what can 
happen to remaining funds.

 Dissolution of the club to require the support of 2/3 of the members. 
 Surplus funds on dissolution to go to mountaineering or associated outdoor charities.
 Apart from clauses relating to the dissolution of the club, constitutional changes to require a 

2/3 majority at a General Meeting.
 Clauses relating to the dissolution of the club to require a 2/3 majority of all members.
 Proxy voting to be allowed for any constitutional change.

Changes to 10 and 11 were turned down with 2 in favour, 2 abstentions, and 27 against.  
The main reason for turning down 10 and 11 was that attendees thought that the membership as a 
whole were insufficiently aware of the impact of the changes for the attendees to be comfortable with 
approving them. 
The concern was raised that the words 'who are eligible to vote at a general meeting' in 10b and 11 
could be misconstrued as meaning that the vote would take place at a general meeting.
There was also concern that in 10a 'attending a General Meeting in person or by proxy' did not make 
sense. 
The attendees said that if the proposals were put forward for next year it would be appreciated if they 
were explained in detail in the newsletter. 

10 Any Other Business

10.1 Emma commented that, with her dyslexia, she had problems with using the Cotswold code as a 
password, and asked for other password options to be considered.



10.2 Emma suggested that the committee could consider the use of a bulletin board. Julian said that a 
bulletin board had been offered previously, and removed as it was never used. 

10.3 Thanks were given to Anna for her work on the flag.

10.4 It was suggested that there could be more cycling meets.  It was noted that two are already in the 
programme for 2010.

10.4 Scott Titt told the club that the BMC had sponsored 80 very substantial stakes for the top of the cliffs 
at Swanage.  He asked that members advise Scott on possible locations.  Scott will write an article for
the next newsletter.

11 Quiz Prize

Paul announced that Bob Mott had won the evening quiz. His prize consisted of a Spork and a bottle 
opener.

The meeting ended at 9.45 pm


